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Laura L. Rodwan, (313) 477-2750 or lrodwan@rodwancom.com
 Carr Arts Center Names Resident Composer, Rick Robinson

Special Fundraising Concert on May 8 at 8:30 p.m. 
Five New Works by Robinson to Receive World Premiere 
DETROIT—March 15, 2010—Rick Robinson, renowned as a double bassist with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO), will give a special performance with his classical strings band, CutTime Simfonica, at a fundraising concert to be held on Saturday, May 8 at 8:30 p.m. at the Virgil H. Carr Cultural Arts Center. What will make this night extraordinary is the musical World Premiere of Robinson’s five most recent works as a composer.
The Carr Center is an incubator for African-American artists, and recently named Robinson Resident Composer. This educational and performing arts center opened in Detroit's Paradise Valley/Harmonie Park in July of 2009, becoming the permanent home for the Arts League of Michigan’s (ALM) programs, classes and events. From its inception in 1991 until the opening, the ALM conducted its arts activities in a variety of venues in Detroit.  
CutTime Simfonica, a group of six musicians, several of whom are principal members of the DSO, offer innovative and unprecedented approaches to everything from Classical Music to Jazz Standards to Negro Spirituals.  The May 8 program will feature a variety of Robinson’s latest compositions plus a few new arrangements for the string sextet.

Tickets are available for the two-hour concert at prices of $65 or $100 and may be purchased by calling the Arts League of Michigan at 313.965.8430. $100 Patron tickets include a wine and light appetizer pre-reception at 7:30 p.m. with Robinson followed by a post-concert dessert reception with the composer and musicians. Proceeds raised from the May 8th fundraiser will support and promote the ongoing work of Robinson and CutTime Simfonica, including the production of commercial recordings.

“We are excited to have so many talented people join forces in support of the Carr Center, Rick Robinson and CutTime Simfonica,” said Oliver Ragsdale, President, Arts League of Michigan. “We invite everyone to attend the wonderful concert the Carr Center has planned for May 8—and a special thanks to the donors who make it possible for us to continue our work.” 
If individuals (or corporations) are interested in sponsorship-level support for the May 8 event, opportunities are still available by calling 313.680.8104.
About Rick Robinson
Rick Robinson started the classical cover band, CutTime Players, in 1995. After arranging hundreds of 
works for the group, he began composing in 1999. Born into a musical family, Robinson began studying music in Michigan’s Highland Park Public Schools before attending Interlochen Arts Academy. He received a Bachelor’s degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music. He pursued graduate studies in Boston at the New England Conservatory. Robinson is a 21-year veteran of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 

In 2004, Robinson's composition Essay (After Sibelius) was one of four works selected for the DSO's  African-American Composer Readings. DSO Resident Conductor Thomas Wilkins later chose it to receive its World Premiere at the 2006 Classical Roots concert series. For more information about Robinson and his many musical activities visit www.cuttime.com. 

About the Arts League of Michigan

The Arts League of Michigan (ALM) promotes, presents and preserves the African and African-American cultural arts traditions within our multicultural community. Over the years, ALM has offered a wide array of programs, services and activities for both artists and audiences. 
About the Virgil H. Carr Cultural Arts Center

The establishment of the Carr Center is one more step in the evolution of the Arts League of Michigan (ALM).  The programs and activities are structured to bring recognition to the Carr Center and ALM, as major participants in the cultural segment of the Detroit community and the nation. Named in honor of Virgil H. Carr, past Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Arts League of Michigan, this facility is known as one of the premier centers for African and African American cultural arts programs and activities in the nation. 
PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

Rick Robinson & CutTime Simfonica Fundraiser Concert
Virgil H. Carr Cultural Arts Center 

311 East Grand River, Detroit MI 48226

Saturday, May 8 at 8:30 p.m.

Beethoven 
Pathetique Sonata
Robinson 
Gitcha Groove On ​   -- World Premiere
Robinson 
Gigue Rondo
-- World Premiere
Robinson 
Pork N Beans
-- World Premiere
Ellington 
MLK 
Robinson 
Highland Park, MI: City of Trees    -- World Premiere
Morricone 
Gabriel's Oboe  

Robinson 
Elegy
-- World Premiere
Robinson 
Mighty Love: Introduction
Sponsored by the Arts League of Michigan, this program features a variety of Robinson’s latest compositions plus a few new arrangements for the string sextet.
$100 Patron tickets include a wine and light appetizer pre-reception at 7:30 p.m. 
All ticket-holders (regular and Patron) are invited to attend a post-concert dessert reception with the composer and musicians.    

Tickets: Regular $65 and Patron $100 

Call:  313.965.8430  

Carr Center hours: Tue-Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed Sun-Mon / www.artsleague.com  

Rick Robinson's website: http://www.cuttime.com
# # #
